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SCAG ADOPTS RESOLUTION TO PREVENT
WATER TRANSFER FROM IMPACTI NG SALTON SEA
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Board Resol ution Sites Potential Impacts of
IID/San Diego Water Transfer on Level of Salton Sea

LOS ANGELES, CA. —Inandtemptto help effortsto protect and reclaim the Salton Sea, the
Southern California Associaion of Governments (SCAG) adopted a relution opposingprojeds tha
woul d significantly lower water levelsinthe Salton Sea. SCAG sresolution joinsthe Salton Sea
Authority andthe Coachella Valley Associaion of Governments(CVA G) in urging full environmental
reviews of the proposed watertransfer between the Imperial Irrigation Digtrict (11D) andthe San Diego
County Water Authority.

Theproposed water transfer agreement under consideraion would involvethetransfer of 200,000
acre-feg of agricultural water to San Diego, while a separaetransfer proposal would move an additional
100,000 acrefed of thelID’ swater attitlement to the CoachellaValley Municipal Water Didrid.
Environmental impad dudiesindicatetha these diversons, alongwith other agricultural water
conservaion, ae likely to reducethe volume of drainage from agricultural adivitiesintothe Sea.

Sgnificant water changes during many years arethrea ening bird biodiversity and abundance in
the Salton Sea, which isamongthe mog important bird reourcesin North America and hasthe greated
biodiversity of bird speciesin California. A major new reduction of water inflowsto the Salton Sea
resulting fromthe proposed transfers will lead to a reduction of seawater eleveaion, and could potentially
expose large areas of seabed, diminishingthe sea’ svitality. Inthis scenario, the exposed lekebed could
jeopadize the Imperial and Coachella Valleys air quality compliance effortsfor paticulate mater and
could lead to substantial economic disruptions and health impads.

LA G wasingrumental intheinitial joint powers agreament that ledtothe Salton Sea Authority,
cregted to proted and preservethe environmental and economic qualities of the Sea. SCA G currently
serves as an ex officio member on the Salton Sea Authority. Cahedral City Mayor Pro T an
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Greg Pettis, SCAG srepresentaive on the Authority, requestedtha SCAG s Energy and Environment
Committee and Regional Council consider theresoluion last week.

The resolution adopted by SCAG urgesthellD Boad of Diredorsto consider water transfer
solutions that mitigate environmental impadson the Salton Sea and are consistent with ongoing efortsto
reclaimthe Sea. The resolution al urgesthe 11D Board to employ transfe solutionstha mee theterms
of the CaliforniaColorado River Wae Use Plan’s Quantification Settlement Agreement (QSA) regarding
the amount of Colorado River water Californiawill be allowedto use. Finally, the SCAG resolution
supports ongoing congressional effortsto ensuretha the impaasof water transfers on the Salton Sea and
the Imperial and Coechella Valleys comply with federal environmental laws.

During the past three decades, SCA G has evolved into the largest regional planningorganizaion
intheUnited Saes, fundioning asthe Meropolitan Planning Organizaion (MPO) for six counties:
Impeial, Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside and Ventura The six-county region
encompasses apopulation exceeding 16 million personsin an area of morethan 38,000 square miles. As
the designated MPO, SCA G is mandated by the federal government to research and develop plansfor
trangportaion, growth management, hazardous waste management, wate resources, and air quality. For
moreinformaion abou thework of the Southern California Associaion of Governmans, vist the SCAG
website & Www.scag.ca gov.
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